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20th September, 2017.  

Dear Parents/Guardians, 

We are extremely concerned about the health and safety of all children attending Donacarney Girls’ and Boys’ 

Schools. 

At the morning drop-off and 3 pm pick-up times we have witnessed many drivers behaving in a very careless and 

inconsiderate manner. Their actions are dangerous and in breach of our Health and Safety Policy which has been 

drawn up in conjunction with the advice of the safety officer of Meath Co Council and the Garda Siochána.  

Therefore, we would like to draw your attention to the following points. 

 We operate a drop and go system to keep traffic moving. Most children in our school will be able to walk 

safely from their car, either through the basketcourt or on the footpath to the school gate. 

 Parents are encouraged to drop their child and move off to make room for others. 

 We have a system of monitors at the gate  in place for younger children who may need to be accompanied 

to their line in the yard, 

The staff car park is out of bounds except for the following drivers: 

 Parents/guardians who are collecting/dropping off children from our special needs units(Gliondar Mara and 

Cuan na Réaltaí) 

 Parents/guardians of children who have disabled parking entitlements. 

 All Buses, including buses travelling with special needs children. 

Unfortunately, owing to the breach of traffic management systems by others, many parents who are entitled to 

access disabled car parking and wheelchair access parking have a daily struggle to do so. To avoid a likely accident, 

the Board of Management have made a decision to reorganise the car park in an effort to improve the situation for 

all members of the school community. 

Accordingly, a barrier system will be put in place in the school. A series of bollards will section off several parking 

slots for the use of buses after 9:30 and these can also be accessed by parents prior to that.  

The barrier and bollards will cordon off the rest of the main car parking spaces for staff and for parents of children 

from the Special Needs Units,  those with disabled parking rights and special needs children who are a flight risk. 

A letter detailing the exact operation of the new barrier will be sent out in advance of its coming into operation.  

The bus bays are still in operation in front of the Girls School and cars are not allowed there at any time. 

Please note that the large gates outside the school are for cars ONLY. No pedestrian access is allowed through these 

gates at any time. 
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The traffic situation outside of the school is a matter for Meath Co Council. However, we would ask that you consider 

the following measures where it is safe to do so: 

 Car pooling would greatly ease the volume of traffic at peak times. 

 Encourage your child to walk to school where he/she has access to footpaths. 

 Get involved in our Walk on Wednesday initiatives to encourage your children to walk to school. 

Our school buses ferry one third of our pupils to and from school. We have over 1000 people on our school campus 

at any time, with 900 children, 75 staff and twenty five drivers who need special access to our car park. And these 

numbers are set to grow. 

Your co-operation with these measures is vital. As with all new routines, some degree of patience and flexibility will 

be needed on all our parts as we make the new adjustments. Please also note that these arrangements are subject 

to review to ongoing review by the Board and will be amended if needed, to encourage the best possible practice for 

the health and safety of those in our care. 

 

 

_________________________________  

Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 


